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A CONTEST AND ITS LESSON.
Commenting upon an interesting

contest wbii.lt has been brought to a

close recently, the esteemed Rich¬
mond News Leader, makes the fol¬
lowing observations:
"The Newport News Shipbuilding

and Dry Dock Company has won nut
against the Brooklyn navy yard boll)
as to Wie time and cheapness of war¬

ship construction. The race, or com¬
petition, was in the building or the
Louisiana by the former and the Con¬
necticut at Uiu latter. The keel of
the Louisiana was laid Feb. 7, Iho»,
and the final delivery of the great
fighting machine to the government
will be made tomorrow. The actual
timo of const ruction has been three
yenrs, tlir-e mouths and twenty-two
days, and the cost of the ship $.1,-
992,00(1. The keel of the Coniieclleill
wns laid just thirty days later, it
will be some mouths yet before she
is finished, already the total appro¬
priation for her, $1,112,1100, has been
absorbed and the department like
Oliver Twist is calling for more.for
$380.001) more.

¦"The department, II is understood,
claims, however, that Wie navy yard
¦will even up In the long run because
the Connecticut will prove cheaper
than the sister ship owing lo the use
In her of better material and the
work's necesskiliug less repair. But
that remains to bo seen. There is
no reason to believe that the Newport
News people do not put into the bat¬
tleships they build the hirst mat -Hal
that can be obtained, especially as
what they list* Is rigidly inspected by
government experts, and there is ev¬
ery reason to believe that the me¬
chanics and laborers they employ b te¬
as skilled and experienced and faith¬
ful in discharge of their duties as
those employed at the government
navy yards. We reckon that when
the whole proposition is simmered
down it will he found thai thero is
very little difference. If any. in the
materials used in the two ships, and
that the victory of Hie Newport News
Company is attributable to Its better
equipment ami to belter organization,from both I he stand pol n of business
methods ami the systematic working
together of its employes."
WMIs :!;.¦ |;ee! :>t the l/mslnna was

laid a month ahead of the Connecti¬
cut, the Brooklyn navy yard had sev¬
eral mouths thi' start of the local yardin ordering and assembling material
for the sister ship of the huge fight¬
er just turned over to the government
by the Newport News builders. The
talk about better material in the Con¬
necticut is tommy-rot pure and simple
and no one is belter acquainted with
that fact than those members of the
navy department who claim thai a
ground for the discrepancy in cost is
found in that item. There has never
been complaint concerning the naval
vessels built at the local shipyardand some of (hem have made record
breaking runs after having .been in
commission five or six years. Theycertainly have held their own in com¬
petition with Dm Texas and other
government built ships. There is no
reason to believe thai the Louisiana
If worse than the average ship built
here, or that the Connecticut is hotter
than the average ship built in the
government's navy yard.
The private yard had no unfair ad¬

vantage in Hie contest, which conclus¬
ively nrovpd that something like half
a million dollars may be saved by the
government in constructing paeh of
its great battleships by private con¬tract.

Is showing hi* temper at the an¬
swer of a witness before the asylum

invcstigahlng c<«Jiiml8sl'|:i, Chairman
Sadler manifested the possession of
an undue estimate of his own Import¬
ance ami the lack of common sense.
Why should the witness he afraid of
him? Is Ih; a hear

Senator Platt is quoted ns having
said thai he will retire when he gets
"D--U good and ready." 11 is possible
that he may get ready some of these
days, hut most persons are of the op¬
inion that he never will get "D-n
good."

"An oath Js never justifiable," says
Dr. Parkhurst. He will have; to admit
that there are extenuating circum¬
stances, however. If he ever nail prac¬
tical experience, with tho cvery-day
ladies of the ''intelligent composi¬
tor."

II must he that the American peo¬
ple still have a distinct relish for the
trappings of royalty if one may judge
by the space which Hie daily papers
are giving to the nuptials of a sec¬
ond-rate king to a commonplace Eng¬
lish gitl.

Poor old Sloessel would have saved
himself a good deal of trouble and hu¬
miliation"' either' by being born an

American or by stepping in the way
of one of Ihi- Japanese eleven-inch
shells during I lie siege of Port Ar¬
thur.

If Addicks really has withdrawn
from the Delaware senatorial race

it Is a safe bet Hint poverty and force
of circumstances were the dentists
which had sufficient poll to bring
about that desirable condition of af¬
fairs.

If hose Chattanooga folks who
showed (heir contempt of the United
Slides by lynching Kd Johnson should
be given a good dose of punishment,
they may be cured of (bat contempt¬
uous feeling.

It Is claimed that the Chinese hoy-
colt increased he sale of the boycot¬
ted goods in the Celestial Kmpire.
Which shows that even undesirable
advertising some times pays.

A GOOD ACTOR.
Row h Famim* Prrncli AdTiipnte Won

at Ho jm-I can Muriirr «Ilm-.

Mnltre Lnchnnd, the famous advo¬
cate, was perhaps the greatest mnster
of comedy In Primee. nnd not a -few
eminent actors envied him bis marvel¬
ous powers of mimicry. Ho wits onci
employed to defend a murderer,
against whom the facts were hopeless¬
ly clear.
When his pathetic nppenls nnd hlr.

tears.which were always at call when
be plended liefere u country Jury.fail¬
ed to touch bis stolid audience, be re¬
sorted to the most' Impudent piece of
trickery. Tilrusting bis moistened
while handkerchief Into his pocket, he
demanded If the Jurors were men, If
they bail human hearts. If they could
bring themselves to condemn n fellow
man like the accused, whom he had
credited with lilt Rorts of chivalrous If
not saintly merits.

Ills eloquence was not merely fruit¬
less, but the Jury responded to It nt
first with uneasy shuffling, then with
biting lips, and finally with loud and
uncontrolled bursts of laughter. I.n-
ohond. while flinging about his hands,
had Intentlonnlly dipped his fingers Into
the great inkpot In front of film, nnd
as be drew his right band across his
forehead, as If In agony of despair nt
the certain fate of the accused, bo left
upon bis brow nn enormous blnck
mark like n crescent moon nnd drew
two other blnck traces down his cheeks
ns be put lila lingers to bis eyes to dash
nwny the tears.
Feigning high mornl hidlgnntlon r.t

their conduct, he continued: "You nre
about to decide whether one of your fel¬
low men shnll be thrust by yon out ot
the ranks of (he living, nnd yon cbooso
Slicll a moment for Indulging 111 cruel
nnd thoughtless laughter. Is this ex¬
travagant mirth n Utting mood In
which to decide whether a mnu shall
or shall not die?"
The argument actually told upon the

Jury. The mnn was acquitted..Paris
Journal.

Am lent Drf.n Still Worn.
In the little town of Munslcdel, In

Bsvorln, there exists one of the most
curious ebiirltnble foundations In the
world. One of the burghers. Christo¬
phe»- Wanner, died In 1451 nnd left his
fortune for the establishment of a
home for nged poor. He nttnebed, how¬
ever, the condition Hint every old mnn
who wns tnken In should wear his
benrd and the same cut of clothes nnd
cap as he himself used to wenr; con¬
sequently the ancient pensioners nre
still to be peen wandering about the
streets of Munsleilel In the costumes of
tho fifteenth century.

POINTED PARÄGR~APH8.
Of all the words In the English Inn-

gunge "don't tell" are paid the least
attention.
The only trouble with experience as

a teacher Is that the knowledge she
gives comes too late.
The trouble with tho average father

being prepared for a rainy day is that
his daughter's wedding day gets him
first.
Don't cultivate that habit of looking

for something to worry about. You
may some day have your search re¬
warded.
Sometimes people complain of thelf

Individuality being crushed out when
It would really be the best thing that
could luconen. to thfim.

THE ROOSEVELT OMELET?
Krcipc <>f Dlnti Tlint nisi* Fair to Be.

.tit' Fniiniu*.

Here Is the recipe for President
Uoosevolt's pepper omelet, which bids
fair to become (is famous as (lie corned
lieof hash of (lie late Mark Ilannn's
cook. Maggie, says a Washington dis¬
patch to the Philadelphia North Amer¬
ican:
"Melt an ounce of butter In n sauce-

pun, and in It stir two spoonfuls of
Hour, t'se one pint of l*,cef stock, half
a dozen good sized mushrooms und
hnlf a dozen whole peppers. Season
with salt, pepper, a dash of nutmeg
nml cook for twenty minutes. When
done add half a pint of shrimps, three
fresh peppers, chopped line, nml let
simmer for five minutes. Prepare a
plain omelet and pour in the mixture
before it Ih turned over. Serve on hot
plates."
This wonderful omelet Is being serv-

ed regularly at tbs White I louse. No
person Seems to know Just where the
recipe caino from, but there are hints
that President Roosevelt got it from a
famous western Chinese cftli who enn
beat the world In preparing eggs.
Hlght in this connection is the recipe

of Maggie, who for years made the
hush which hundreds of famous men
ate at Mr. Ilannn's home. According
to Maggie, one puts into n pan n good
sized lump of butter ami when the pnn
Is hot adds the desired quantity of
finely chopped corned beef and lets It
beat. The original part comes In tho
treatment of the potatoes, which nro
freshly linked, scooped out from tho
skins while hot and added to the beef.
The mixture is seasoned with salt,
pepper, a dash of nutmeg and n dash
of onion juice, moistened with chicken
broth or beef slock and served pipinghot
-.-

WOMAN'S UNIQUE HONOR.
Ho*» Minn Mnmlo OITull Svroro In

Alnliniiin'H Chief Juntlce.
The honor of swearing In a chief Jus¬tice of her state Is the unique one that

has come to Miss Mamie Offutt, tho
official notary and stenographer of the
governor of Alabama, says n Mont¬
gomery (Ala.) dispatch to the New
York Evening World. Perhaps no
other woman bns had so Important n
duty to perform In the history of tho
south and possibly of all the country.
Samuel I). Weakley of Birmingham

was appointed chief justice of the su¬
premo court to succeed Thomas N. Me-Cielhin; deceased; He came to the cup-ltol to be sworn In on n day when tho
clerk of the supreme court had left the
rlty and other officers were out ns
well. Casting about for some one
with authority to administer the obli¬
gation. It wns found thnt the govern¬
or's stenographer was the only notary
present. After sonic persuasion she
consented.
The oath to be taken by n chief jus¬

tice in Alnbamn contains nil sorts of
promises, including one thnt lie will
not engage In nny duel or in any other
way have a band In breaking the laws.
Miss Offutt went through the cere¬
mony without n hitch and wits con¬
gratulated by Judge Weakley and the
others when she bad finished. Sho
signed her name to the papers, and
they went to the archives. ^

EARLIEST SOCIETY ITEM.
(Thlarled In Stnnr, It üecnnnt« Wed-

iltnnr of Olli Ilnnieneit.
Tho earliest known "society Item"

lias been unenrthed by Professor James
Krensted of the University of Chl<*t£o,who Is now In Egypt, and the report of
tho discovery sent to Bobert M. Ilnrper
of tho university, snys a Chicago dis¬
patch.

Itnineses If. and a Hltllte princess
figured ns principals In a marriage af¬
fair. The "Item" was chiseled on one
of the ruined temples, nnd Professor
Breasted snys It Is not much different
from a similar notice of moderns in a
modern newspaper. .

Thero was wine, soug nnd n spec-
tacular proeessltm In tho presence of
the priest who made them one. Ra-
meses did business In the fourteenth
century before the Christian era. Ills
wars, loves and adventures are burled
in the mists of the past, but he comes
down to the present day as the hero
of a song beginning, "In (ho days oft
old Ruinöses, are you on'/"

Dnett* Itnnatril on tlio Wlnur.
"It Is fin III wind that blows nobody

nny good," sny the residents In tlio
vicinity of, tho burning gas well at
Cnnoy, Kan., nnd well they might, for,
ns long as the well burns nml ducks
coutinue to fly they nro prospering
over others' misfortune, snys the Kan¬
sas City Journal. The bent rising from
the fire extends to a great height, nnd
Since the beginning wild ducks have
played the game of the moth and flame,
much to their sorrow ami distress.
No sooner does a duck fly across the
forbidden territory than It Is caught
nnd baked by the torrid winds. The
neighbors have caught on to the fact
»nd near mealtime gather nenr the
well and wait for the fall of the baked
duck, which of course saves a grent
deal of time and trouble otherwise
necessary In tho kitchen.

1'nlq.ae "mat Stick*' For the Prenlilont
O. C. Sprngue, n woodworker of Mc-

TDonbilgh county, 111., is engaged in
manufacturing a baseball bat which
he will present to President Itoosevelt,
says a Bloomlngton speclnl dispatch to
the Cincinnati Commercial Tribune.
The bat Is of a new design nnd Is beau¬
tifully enrved. A small Inlaid star Is
made from rosowood taken from the
pilot wheel of tho Mercedes, one of tho
Spanish vessels sunk by Admiral
f-ehley during the Spanish-American
war. The maker of the bat will ded¬
icate It to the executive ns a "big
¦tick" for tho maintenance of order.

A HISTORIC TRAGEDY
EXECUTION OF JOSEPH LESURQUE9

AND ITS SAD SEQUEL.

flip rnnniiD I.CKfil Illnntlr-r Tlint Oo-
rurrril In France I'pnn Which Wnii
I <iii ri il <-ii <he I'opnlnr Melodrama
"TUe Lyons Mall."

Tho tragedy of (ho execution of Jo-
iieph Lesurqiies, nn innocent mnn, by
the legal machinery of Frnnco In tho
eighteenth century Is nn Incident re¬
plete with pathetic phases.
Although Losunpies wns executed ns

far bad; as 171MI, (hough his Inuncenen
was established in 1801, though bis
property was restored to the family In
J.8-4, the corps leglslallf, after the faiu-
dy bad tried for over half a century to
have his memory judicially, rehabilitat¬
ed, definitely refused in lStl'.l to poi>
form this last remaining act of Justin»
The pedantry of Kreuch law forbade
the qücätiohlng of a Jury's verdict by
nny one wive llio person directly li>-
lerested. But till lgh the law lias fail¬
ed to remove (he stigma on the name
of «n Innocent man, literature and
the drama have made hi ill a populnr
hero. "The Lyons Mall," In which Ids
honor is tonroughly vindicated, hns
been one of the most populnr of nil
French melodramas, and the combined
genius of Charles Iteade and of lien-
ry Irving made It one of the great sue-
cesses of the modern Knglish stage. '

Poor I.esuripies. who, when ho per- jIshod on the scaffold, was but thirty-
three years of age, wns a good hus¬
band, a good lather and a good citizen,
tie married In 17!)0 Mile. Campion, a
lady of respectable family in Dounl
ami possessed of a handsome dowry.
Their children therefore- were very
young, and it was iu order to give
them the benefit of u superior educa¬
tion (hat be relinquished a public ap¬
pointment nt Dounl and came to Paris,
there to live oil his own private for¬
tune, which amounted to about 7,."00
francs a year, lie had hut just arriv¬
ed in the eapilal and was superintend-
big the furnishing of bis new home
when the thunderbolt fell.
On April ".7, 1700, the mail conch be¬

tween Lyons and Paris was attacked
and plundered, and the postilion and
courier were murdered. There were uo
witnesses to the crime, but it was re¬
ported that a party of horsemen bad
been seen lu the vicinity at about thft
time It was committed. These horse¬
men hail taken dinner at an Inn at
Mohtgcroti. One of Lesurqiies! friends
named Oiienot was arrested on sus¬
picion, nnd his private papers were
seized. There was no evidence to bold
htm on except that be nnswered the
description of one of the supposed
murderers, and be was dismissed. Next
day be was told to call for bis papers
at tho central bureau. He wns ac¬
companied thither by Lesurqiies, an
act of madness on the part of the lat¬
ter bad be been guilty.

It happened that Just nt tlint time the
Judge was Inking the depositions of
witnesses who lived lu the neighbor¬
hood of the scene of the murder.
Among .these* were two maidservants
of Montgeroii, who uttered simultane¬
ous screams at the appearance of the
two friends. They were put Into the
witness box and swore positively that
two of the horsemen were present In
the mid|cnce. When confronted with
J.esurques and tSuenot they positively
Identified then. Itolli were arrested
nnd thrown Into prison. At the trlnl
four other witnesses corroborated their
testimony with equal emphasis as re¬
garded Lesurqiies, but were doubtful
nbont Ouenot. The latter succeeded In
establishing a satisfactory nllbi nnd
was released. The former's ntteuipied
nlibl seemed to brenk down badly
when the daybook of the jeweler, La-
grand, to whom be swore be had sold
a bill of goods on tho very day of the
murder, was produced In court and tho
dnte of the charge was found to have
been altered.
In vain the Jeweler protested that

the first dale was a mistake, which he
had Immediately corrected, and be and
all the other witnesses for Lesurqiies
were looked upon ns self convicted
perjurers. Lesurqiies wns found guilty
and executed, together with one of tho
real murderers, named Courrlol, who
on mounting the scaffold confessed his
own guilt, but declnred the Innocence
of Lesurqiies. Doubts began to arise
as to the Justice of Lesurqiies' sen¬
tence, and finally It was discovered
tlint be had suffered through extrnordt-
nnry resemblance to one Duliosn, tho
real criminal, who was brought to Jus¬
tice In 1801. convicted nnd executed.
Ilils deplorable case bad most de¬

plorable sequels. The unhappy Mine.
Lesurqiies went mud on bearing tho
news of her husband's condemnation.
The children were ns yet too young to
understand their trouble, but ns they
grew up ono thought alone possessed
them, that of vindicating their dead
father. It Is easy to understand bow
brooding over this purpose drove out,
daughter to the madhouse In which her
mother bnd been confined.
It Is curious that one of the witness

es ngnlnst Lesurqiies, the woman Al-
froy, also went Insane from grief and
remorse at her error. Still another
victim was another daughter of Le¬
surqiies. who, worn out by the fruitless
struggle- wllh the pedantry of tho
French laws, drowned herself hi the
Seine. His son loft Prance, took serv¬
ice In the Russian nrmy nnd courted
and found dentb there. As regards Le¬
surqiies' fortune, which hnd been eon-
Cscnted, his tinlinppy family were more
(Successful. In 182-1, just twenty-ei^ht
years after their father's death, tbej
obtained a grant of 244.000 francs,
supplemented In 1S35 by another grant
of 252,000 francs..London Public Opln-
'on.
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OLD DOMINION LAND CO..
Hotel Warwick Building.
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WM. H. KELLOGG,
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THE NEWPORT NEWS NATIONAL BANK
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U. S. 60VERNMENT DEPOSITARY
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W. A. POST. President.
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Stockholders' Liability . 100.000.00
Surplus and Profits.1. 100.000.00
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THE STANDARD'SUPPLY CO
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Htirneas, G*ir*ri#jjc&& cincl Wnjjons
FARM IMPLEMENTS, LEATHER AND SHOE FINDINGS.

Harness Repairing a Specialty. 2G08 HUNTINGTON AVE.

The entire list iof Edison records aud all new is¬
sues to date, including the

i| ui-mvirmfi
and Grand Opera selections from the foreign catalog.

FACTORY PRICES.EASY TERMS

Geo. D. Hampton Piano Co.,
210 28TH. STREET.

Bell 'Phone 325.
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Cot acquainted with us and our way
of doing business?
We offer DEPOSITORS every nrlv-

llcge conservative banking will war¬
rant.

Your Account Large or Small,
We Invite.

THE CITIZENS' AND
MARINE 'BANK


